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invaluable advice and assistance you have rendered me in
innumerable matters of weight not coming directly in your
departmental province, but in which I sought your aid with
the certainty of not being disappointed. Tour position on
the Alaska Boundary Commission at the present moment
is an illustration of these services.

"May all good fortune attend you wherever you are;
the American people wish you well and appreciate to the
full the debt due you for all that you have done on their
behalf."

Incessant and exacting as were the official activities of
the President during the first two years of his service, he
still was able to find time for a really extraordinary amount
of miscellaneous reading as the following letter, under date
of November 4,1903, to Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler, Presi-
dent of Columbia University, shows:

"You remember speaking to me about reading and espe-
cially about the kind of books one ought to read. On my
way back from Oyster Bay on election day I tried to jot
down the books I have been reading for the past two years,
and they run as follows. Of course, I have forgotten a
great many, especially ephemeral novels which I have hap-
pened to take up; and I have also read much in the maga-
zines. Moreover, more than half of the books are books
which I have read before. These I did not read through,
but simply took out the parts I liked. Thus, in ' Waverley,'
I omitted all the opening part; in lPickwick' I skipped
about; going through all my favorite scenes. In Macaulay
I read simply the essays that appealed to me, while in Keats
and Browning, although I read again and again many of the
poems, I think there must be at least eighty or ninety per
cent of the poetry of each, as far as the bulk is concerned,
which I have never succeeded in reading at all. The old
books I read were not necessarily my favorites; it was
largely a matter of chance. All the reading, of course, was
purely for enjoyment, and of most desultory character.
With this preliminary explanation, here goes!